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Resolution #2 

 
Resolution Urging the State to Enact Legislation to Ensure a Fair and Level 
Playing Field for All Retailers by Addressing Shortfalls in Internet Sales Tax 

Collection Practices 

 
WHEREAS, the State has identified significant loopholes in certain Internet-based 

sales tax collection practices and the State estimates that more than $300 million 

annually in state and local sales taxes are not being collected; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor has proposed legislation to correct this inequity by requiring 

marketplace providers that facilitate online transactions to collect the sales tax that is 

due on these transactions on behalf of vendors using these online portals, while not 

changing current rules regarding sales tax nexus; and 

 
WHEREAS, Internet-based sales transactions through marketplace providers is 

estimated to be growing at annual rates of 15 percent; and 

 
WHEREAS, enacting such legislation will streamline sales tax collection practices and 

reduce burdens on small vendors and improve compliance; and 

 
WHEREAS, a more efficient, modern, and fairer system of collecting sales tax owed 

under state law will provide critically important revenues for counties, towns, cities, 

villages and some school districts, and help local governments keep property taxes 

lower; and 

 
WHEREAS, providing an easy to use platform for large, highly experienced Internet 

transaction facilitators to collect sales tax on behalf of their participating vendors will 

create a fairer and more balanced marketplace for local “bricks and mortar” New York 

based retailers, as well as New York based online vendors; and 

 
WHEREAS, these improvements recognize the changing retail marketplace and will 

provide more stability in sales tax collections for the state and local governments while 

enhancing fairness in the overall retail market that supports locally owned and operated 

New York businesses. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) calls on the State to enact legislation that treats all marketplace 

providers as persons required to collect sales taxes, therefore reducing the need for 



many vendors to collect this tax on their own and creating a level playing field for 

retailers; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others 

deemed necessary and proper. 

 


